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PRINCIPAL PUBLICATIONS OF THE BOARD OF TRADE. 

The principal publications of the Board of Trade will be found in 
a list facing p. 6 of the advertisements, and among these publi- 
cations attention is especially drawn to those referred to in the 
following notice. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of March, 1900, have been pub- 
lished. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of each 
month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present instance 
84d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from Messrs. 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, 
E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. John Menzies 
& Co., 12, Hanover Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile Street, 
Glasgow ; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1898 may be 
purchased at a cost of 8s. 1}d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession, and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1894 to 1898 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts. The “ Annual Statement” for 1899 
will shortly be published. 


FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
For a list of. the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and the 


Treaty Series, issued by the Foreign Office, and the Reports issued 
by the Colonial Office, see pp. 147 and 148. 


RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 
Coal Exports, &e. Return, 125. Price 24d. 

This return, which has been issued by the Board of Trade in 
continuation of Parliamentary Paper No. 198 of Session, 1899, 
contains statistics for 1899 of the exports of coal from each port 
in the United Kingdom to each country abroad, as well as of the 
quantity of coal shipped at each port for ships’ use on foreign 
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voyages during 1899. The total amount of coal exported to foreign 
countries from all ports in the United Kingdom in 1899 was 
41,180,300 tons, an increase of 6,121,870 tons, as compared with 
1898. The return also includes a statement showing the export 
of coal from the principal districts of the United Kingdom to the 
principal groups of foreign countries and British Possessions 
during the years 1898 and 1899, 


Army (Ordnance Factories). Annual Accounts for the year 
1898-99. 104. Price 2s. 


This return shows the production of the Army Ordnance factories 
during the year ended 3lst March, 1899, the total cost of work 
performed having been 3,091,806/. Detailed statements show the 
number of articles of each description manufactured and their 
average cost. 


Emigration Statistics of Ireland for the year 1899. Cd. 111. 
Price 2d. 


This is a report of the Registrar-General, Dublin, with tables 
showing the numbers, destinations and occupations of the emi- 
grants leaving Ireland during last year. The total number of 
emigrants who left Irish ports in 1899 was 43,760 or 9°7 per 1,000 
of the estimated population in Ireland in the middle of the year, 
being an increase of 9,895 as compared with the number in 1898. 
Of the emigrants in 1899, 41,232 were natives of Ireland, and of 
these, 85°9 per cent. went to the United States, 2-4 per cent. to 
Australia and 10°1 per cent. to Great Britain. 


Directory of Industrial Associations in the United Kingdom. 
Cd. 120. Price 


This return, which has been issued by the Labour Department 
of the Board of Trade, contains the names of all Employers’ 
Associations, Trade Unions, Trades Councils, Federations of Trade 
Unions and Trades Councils, and Boards of Conciliation and 
Arbitration in the United Kingdom, as well as the names and 
addresses of their secretaries ; it also includes a list of the names 
and addresses of Wcrkmen’s Co-operative Societies. 


Merchant Seamen. Report of a Committee appointed by the Board 
of Trade on the Question of Continuous Discharge on for 
Seamen. Cd. 133. Price id. 


This is the report of a Departmental Gommittee of the Board, 
to consider and report on the steps which should be taken with a 
view to the introduction of a system of continuous discharges for 
seamen. The committee recommend, inter alia, that a system of 
continuous discharge certificates should be introduced under careful 
regulations, and after sufficient notice to all concerned. 
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China No. 2 (1900). Correspondence with the United States 
Government respecting Foreign Trade in Ohina. Od. 94, 
Price 14d. 

This correspondence relates to negotiations carried on by the 
Government of the United States, with a view to obtain declarations. 
from those Powers who claim “spheres of interest” in China, so as 
to secure to the commerce and navigation of all countries equality 
of treatment within such “ spheres.” 

The Governments of France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Russia, and 
Great Britain, have now expressed their readiness to sign such a 
declaration. 

Australia. Papers relating to the Federation of the Australian 
Colonies. Cd. 124. Price 34d. 

This return comprises the Draft of the Commonwealth of 
Australia Constitution Bill as finally adopted, together with 
correspondence relating to the proposed federation of the Colonies 
of Australia. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
NAVY CONTRACTS. 

Tenders will be —— on the 

5th May, for the su of draught horses, ti 
carts, dears, &c., for Her Dock. 
for the Chatl yard, Chatham. 

Forms of Tender, containing Conditions of 
Contract and all particulars, may be obtained 
on personal application at the Admiralty, or by letter addressed 
“Director of Navy Contracts, Admiralty, Whitehall, 8.W.,” also 
on application to the Admiral Superintendent, H.M. Dockyard, 
Chatham. 


CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to 

Enquiries Canadian trade received at the Canadian 
Government Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., 

relating to Trade. where further information may be obtained. 


Home and Colonial Enquiries—An important firm of manufac- 
turers of colours, paints and varnishes is desirous of being 
placed in communication with buying agents in Canada. 

The manufacturers of a special kind of digestible biscuit desire 
to extend their business, and to include Canada among the coun- 
tries to which they export. 
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A firm of exporters of provisions, tinned goods, jam, sauce, 
pickles, chemicals, &c., desires to appoint agents at various places 
in Canada. 

A Colombo (Ceylon) firm has mica (in lumps and uncleaned), 
plumbago, cinnamon oil, cocoanut oil, coir-yarn, &c., for sale, and 
offers samples and quotations to Canadian buyers. 

A well known firm of pyrotechnists offer to furnish catalogues 
of their manufactures to those interested. 

The names of Canadian exporters of carriage wheels are asked 
for by a Liverpool firm. 

A Bradford house enquires for the names of seed crushing firms 
in Canada. 

Canadian Enquiries.— A Canadian firm, which ships canned apples, 
tomatoes and lobsters, asks to be placed in touch with English 
houses who deal in these goods. 


NETHERLANDS. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
-, from Her Majesty’s Consul at Amsterdam, 

stating that ‘Tenders are invited by the Dutch 
an dies Ministry for the Colonies, the Hague (Technical 
* Office), not later than the 25th instant, for the 


supply of :— 
No. 1. Pig-iron (Flusseisen) 
», 2. Iron plates For the State Railways 
» 9 Lron bolts in Java. 


» 4. Divers railway materials 
» 9. Sundry material (iron) for the Ombilien Collieries in 
Sumatra. 
», 6. Trucks, open and closed, with and without breaks, frames, 
&c., for the steam tramways in Atjeh (Sumatra). 
Particulars may be obtained from the publisher, M. Nijhoff, the 
Hague, on payment of— 
50 cents each (10d. sterling) for Contracts 1 and 2. 
1 florin each (1s. 8d. sterling) for Contracts 3 and 4. 
1} florins each (2s. 6d. sterling) for Contract 5. 
8 florins each (13s. 4d. sterling) for Contract 6. 


SPAIN. 


The “Madrid Gazette” of 11th inst. announces that tenders will 
i be received in the City of Granada up to 12th 

prox. for the construction and working of the 
5 water supply for that city. The minimum 

amount required is stated at 180 litres per inhabitant per day for 
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a population of 70,000, and the upset price for the works 6,718,976 
pesetas, or about 200,900/. A Tariff for the supply of water is 
stated, and the competition turns, in the first place, upon the 
amount of reduction from this Tariff which applicants may offer to 
accept. 

The “Gazette” containing the order may be seen any day at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, 8.W., between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


A memorandum has been received at the Board of Trade, through 
Foreign Office, respecting the further 
Companies in the ormation of new companies in the Province 
“ of Asturias. The three following new com- 
Asturias. panies have been formed in that province, 
viz. :—The extensive and old-established steel plate and ironworks 
of Senores Duro & Company, of La Felguera, Asturias, have just 
been transferred to a private liability company, now styled ‘“ La 
Sociedad Anonima de la Felguera,” with a capital of 13,000,000 
pesetas. 

The object of the company is to acquire more coal and iron 
ore mines, increase the output for exportation, erect new system of 
furnaces and coke ovens, and develop to the fullest extent the 
manufacture of steel plates and merchantable iron, for all of which 
entire new plant will be necessary. Applications should be made 
for orders, without any delay, to Senor Director de “ La Sociedad 
Anonima de la Felguera,” Asturias, Spain. 

A new brewery, styled the ‘ El Aquila Negra,” has been formed 
at Colloto-Oviedo, capital of Asturias, with a capital of 1,000,000 
pesetas. Enquiries as to class of plant required, and for other 
information, should be addressed to the President Exmo Senor 
Marques de Canallejas, Oviedo, Asturias, Spain. A new company 
has been formed at Avilés, called the ‘“‘ Aviles Indistrial,” with a 
capital of 5,000,000 pesetas, for the erection of a tannery and 
cotton spinning mills. All enquiries respecting machinery, &c., 
should be addressed to Senores Maribona y Hermano Banquers, 
Avilés, Asturias. It is to be hoped that manufacturers will not 
delay in applying, as otherwise the orders will, undoubtedly, be 
secured by manufacturers of other countries, as the competition 
will certainly be most keen. It is most important for future 
business that British manufacturers should do their utmost to 
obtain a footing in Asturias at this juncture, as the development 
of commercial enterprise in that province is very rapid, and there 
seems every prospect of the continuation of the development. 

The memorandum also states that further companies are in 
the course of formation. 
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UNITED STATES. 
An article in the “New York Weekly Post,” of 14th ultimo, on 
Wood Working the Philippines, referring to the fact that those 
th tee _ finest and best hard woods, states that the 
Ppines. processes still commonly in use for sawing, 
planing, turning, &c., are of the crudest. 


The opportunities for future trade in the Philippine Islands are 

: described in the New York “Journal of Gom- 

poss merce,” of the 27th ult., as promising. Many 

of the natives control extensive sugar and rice 

plantations, from which they derive a substan- 

tial yearly income. There is a field for the machinery trade in 

those islands, and the repairing of sugar machinery is an important 

item. The correspondent states that the entire business of the 

islands is in the hands of European merchants—principally Spanish 
and English. 


Philippines. 


CUBA. 

According to a statement i the New og Journal of Commerce” 

. for 26th ult., in the districts of Santa Clara 
ey: and Puerto Principe (Cuba), no less than five 
large sugar plantations are comtemplated early this summer. ‘Two 
of these are to be on a large scale, and will require considerable 
machinery, and are to be near Cienfuegos. It will not be possible, 
it is said, for the plantations to be in full running order for the 
crop of 1901. 


PERU. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
tor from H.M. Consul-General at Callao, stating 
Railwa: that Tenders are invited by the Peruvian 
y Government, not later than the 23rd July next, 
Construction. = fr the reconstruction of the Ilo to Moquegua 
Railway. 


Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


RECENTLY ESTABLISHED TRUSTS IN GERMANY. 
I—Soap Trust. 
The United States Consul at Frankfort, in a report dated 
10th January, states that during the summer of last year, a trust 
of the soap manufacturers of the Rhenish provinces—Westphalia, 


islands are thickly grown with some of the 
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Oldenburg, and Bremen—was formed with the object of establishing 
uniform prices for soft soap. The intention was to extend the 
trust so as to embrace all the German manufacturers of soap, and 
soon those of Hesse, Hesse-Nassau and the Palatinate joined, and 
uniform prices were also established for hard soap, which resulted 
in an advance of about 14 per cent. over former rates. 

In the endeavour to force all manufacturers to join the trust, 
certain methods were employed which have been made the subject 
of legal proceedings. It is alleged that manufacturers who did 
not join were boycotted. 

Essential raw materials for the manufacture of their products are 
palm oil and potash lye. The number of importers of palm oil and 
of manufacturers of potash lye is limited, and efforts were made 
by the trust to enter into an agreement with them not to sell to 
soap manufacturers who were not members. 

These efforts were directed mainly against the association of soap 
manufacturers of Stuttgart, who proved important competitors. 
The association was invited by the trust to join, under favourable 
terms; on its refusal it was threatened that it would be deprived 
of raw materials. In a circular of the manager of the trust, it was 
stated that for the suppression of competition a remedy had been 
tried which promised to be entirely successful. It was soon 
demonstrated what was meant, as all palm-oil dealers refused to 
sell to the Stuttgart Association, although many of the firms com- 
prising the Association had for years dealt with them. Some of 
these palm-oil dealers. stated openly that the soap trust had 
prohibited them to sell to the Stuttgart Association. 

The same method was tried with reference to potash lye, but 
was less successful, for the association succeeded in making 
contracts covering the year 1901. 

Complaint has been lodged against two of the directors of the 
trust with the prosecuting State attorney at Stuttgart, and the 
decision of the Court should be of interest. 


II.—Safety-fuse Trust. 

According to a report of the United States Consul at Leipzig, 
dated 27th January, last, eight safety-fuse manufacturers of 
Germany and one of Belgium, at a meeting in Berlin on the 
20th October, 1899, formed what may be called a safety-fuse 
trust, which went into effect on the Ist January, 1900. 
These manufacturers have been compelled to take this step 
to protect themselves, as a result of competition. The idea 
of pooling their interests was not a new one with them ; indeed, 
they were only perfecting a plan which was started in 1880, when 
they entered into an agreement not to sell fuses except at uniform 
prices. First, one manufacturer and then another broke the agree- 
ment in their efforts: to secure orders, until in 1893 the manu- 
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facturers declared war upon each other, with the result that fuses 
were in many instances sold below the actual cost of production. 

This state of affairs practically continued until the lst January 
last, when the new trust went into effect. Now fuse manu- 
facturers are confident that there will be a return of good times 
and of their ability to make handsome profits, whereas heretofore 
they have been compelled to run their factories at a loss. 

The trust does not fix the market prices for fuses in all 
countries. In the United States, Mexico, Italy, Africa, Russian 
Poland, and England, they can be sold without regard to the 
prices which have been fixed by the trust. This is, of course, in 
order to allow German fuse manufacturers to compete with those 
of other countries. 

The Consul adds that, as an immediate result of the formation 
of the safety-fuse trust, the prices in Germany have advanced 
about 25 per cent. since the first of the year. 


NEW BRITISH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN TUNIS. 


With reference to a notice on page 626 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for the 22nd ultimo, the Board of Trade have now 
received from the British Chamber of Commerce in Tunis, a sum- 
mary of the objects with which the Chamber has been established, 
as follows :— 

The Chamber procures on application, and supplies gratuitously 
to its members, but without any guarantee whatsoever, strictly 
confidential information in regard to the standing, credit and 
reliability of local firms with which they may be doing or intending 
to do business. 

It affords special facilities to British firms desiring agents 
or representatives in Tunisia by placing them in commu- 
nication with firms or individuals likely to do business for them ; 
and when required, by submitting, without responsibility, lists of 
persons applying to the Chamber for the representation of British 
houses in Tunis. 

It procures for its members statistical and other information 
from official or from the most reliable sources, in regard to Tunisian 
trade or to matters connected with or affecting trade with Tunis. 

It provides from the most reliable sources the names of some of 
the principal firms engaged in a particular trade, not only in 
Tunis but all over the Regency, and also gives members the 
means of obtaining comprehensive lists for the sending of cata- 
logues and circulars, if required. 

It sends by special letter to cach member whom it may concern 
notice of any changes in the classification of goods (with a trans- 
lation of any custems circulars and notices which may contain 
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dispositions affecting his trade), as soon as such documents are 
forwarded to the Chamber by the local Government. 

It intercedes with the Customs authorities on behalf of its 
members when they have prima facie a reasonable case, 

It upholds the interests of British traders with Tunis by repre- 
sentations to the Home Government in cases when legislation is 
apprehended which might be contrary to their interest, or when 
legislation is required for their benefit. 

([t provides means for the settlement by arbitration of trade 
disputes which may arise between British merchants. 

It holds at the disposal of its members for reference a very 
complete and valuable set of Directories of important British cities 
as well as of Tunis and Tunisia, and of codes for the purpose of 
deciphering code telegrams. 

The library of works af reference and official publications of 
British and Tunisian Governments is open to members within 
office hours. 

A large number of English trade papers are also received by the 
Chamber and held at the disposal of members. 

It publishes annually statistics of British commerce and naviga- 
tion with Tunis and the whole Regency together with a report on 
the state of commercial exchanges and suggestions regarding 
measures that might be profitably adopted. 

The Chamber does everything in its power to further the 
interests of British traders wishing to do business with this 
country, and renders them every possible assistance. 


THE TRADE AND SHIPPING OF GALVESTON. 


The Foreign Office have recently issued a report on the trade and 
commerce of Texas for the year 1899, on which the following article 
relating to the trade and shipping of Galveston is based :— 

Table showing value of Imports into Galveston during the 


years 1898-99. 
1898, 1899. 
From. 
Percentage of ercentage 0 
Value. port’s faad. Value. port’s trade. 
United Kingdom and £ & 

Colonies ... eos oe 52,498 11-41 88,958 19-90 
Germany ... see oss 59,666 12°97 50,601 11°32 
France 2,823 061 7,203 1:60 
Mexico 823,667 70°37 234,425 52°45 
Belgium 445 16,460 3°68 
All other countries se 833 019 49,272 11°05 

Total ... _...| 459,965 100:00 446,919 100:00 
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The imports at Galveston are very much less than the exports 
and this statement applies to those from the British Empire 
as well as to those from other countries. 

H.M. Consul at Galveston, in the report referred to above, states 
that, while there is no doubt a fairly large consumption of British 
goods and manufactures in his district and Texas generally, yet the 
proportion finding its way there direct is, in reality, very small. 
Under present conditions it is hard to see how this direct import 
trade from the United Kingdom can be increased. 

It is asserted that the large importing syndicates of New York 
are enabled to sell to merchants in Galveston British manufactured 
goods at a cheaper price than they can obtain them by importing 
them direct in small quantities. The turn-over, allowed by the 
large amount of capital invested in such syndicates, permits of 
goods being sent practically free of charge from New York to 
Galveston, and this does away largely with any inducement to 
import direct, notwithstanding the fact that nearly 100 vessels 
arrive at the port empty every year from the United Kingdom. 

The day may come when an importin® syndicate at Galveston 
will import largely direct, but at present and under existing con- 
ditions, it is almost hopeless to look for any great increase of 
direct importations from the United Kingdom. 


Table showing value of Exports from Galveston during the 


years 1898-99. 
1898. 1899, 
Country. 
Percentage Fercentage 
Vellne, of whole. of whole. 
£ 
United Kingdom and 
Colonies ... ao «| 6,781,317 45°99 4,741,874 32°07 
Germany ... ... 2,999,978 20°35 8,974,800 26°88 
France ote 2,477,410 16°79 2,844,976 19°24 
Netherlands mes aoe 853,309 5°79 1,285,037 8°69 
Belgium. 668,430 4°54 896,933 6:07 
Denmark ... 280,141 156 278,660 1:89 
Cuba ov wee ows 88,787 0°60 256,986 1-74 
Japan 171,569 1°16 207,215 1:40 
Italy 323,999 2°19 124,291 0°84 
Mexico 128,974 0°87 123,648 0°84 
All other countries on 24,275 016 50,575 0°34 
Total ... ...| 14,748,189 10000 14,784,995 160-00 


Cotton was, as usual, the leading article of export. The total 
amount shipped during the year being 1,504,779 bales, value 
10,393,3811., as compared with 1,956,229 bales, value 11,028,316. 
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Although there was a large decrease in quantity this was offset by 
higher prices. 

With the exception of cotton most of the leading exports of the 
port increased in quantity as well as value during 1899. This was 
particularly the case with regard to the grain exports, whilst cotton- 
seed meal, flour, lumber, cotton seed oil, and cattle also show 
largely increased values. 

Cotton seed meal was exported to the amount of 253,815 tons, 
value 895,229/. during 1899, as against 229,085 tons value 863,388/. 
in 1898. 

The exports of wheat increased some 50 per cent. during 1899, 
and were 15,073,674 bushels, value 2,119,4991., as against 10,690,586 
bushels, value 1,686,255l. in 1898. 

The exports of maize during 1899 also increased from 5,365,032 
bushels, value 430,897/., in 1898, to 6,946,840 bushels, value 
4978651. 

Wheat flour to the amount of 140,930 barrels, value 101,7441., 
was exported in 1899, as against 79,218 barrels, value 68,597/., in 
1898. 

The exports of cotton-seed oil showed considerable increase 
during 1899 and were 6,501,051 gallons, value 335,4911., as against 
5,372,124 gallons, value 357,1291. in 1898. Owing to cheaper 
prices there was a decrease in the total value. 

The value of cattle exported increased from 55,8101. in 1898 to 
166,6601. in 1899. 

Exports of lumber, staves, and logs were about the same in value 
as in 1898, whilst there was a small decrease in the exports of 
spelter. 

With reference to the shipping at Galveston in 1899, H.M. 
Consul reports that in that year there was a considerable decrease 
in British shipping at that port, It was heavier, however, than in 
any year except 1898. 

In 1899 there were 294 British vessels entered at Galveston, 
their combined registered tonnage being 575,506 tons, and their 
crews numbering 8,713 men, as against 372 vessels of 697,918 tons 
and 10,632 men in 1898. The decrease in tonnage was thus about 
174 per cent. Only 42 vessels brought cargoes, and of these some 
12 or 15 had cargoes in transit. 

The number of vessels arriving direct from the United Kingdom 
or a British colony was 120, whilst 34 came from United States 
ports, 27 from Italy, 24 from Portuguese colonies, 22 from Cuba, 
20 from Brazil, 13 from Mexico, and 11 from Spain and colonies. 

The decline in British shipping cleared was not as heavy as in 
that entered: 306 British vessels, registered tonnage 596,358, cleared 
from Galveston, as against 359, registered tonnage 674,535, in 1898, 
_ OF these 306 vessels cleared, only 76 left for the United 
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Kingdom, as against 122 last year. 93 cleared for Germany, 43 
for Holland, 41 for France, 24 for Belgium, 9 for Cuba, 9 for 
Mexico, 8 for Denmark, and 1 each for Holland, Japan, and the 
United States of America. ‘ 

The total value of the cargoes shipped by British vessels in 1899 
was 11,466,6411., as against 12,558,336/. in 1898, or a decrease 
of a little less than 9 per cent. This carrying trade represented 
77 per cent. of the total value of exports from Galveston. 

The following table is interesting as showing the values of the 
cargoes shipped in British vessels in 1898 and 1899 to various 
countries. The decrease, as regards the United Kingdom, and the 
met trade with Germany, France, Holland, and Belgium is 
marked. 


Value. 
Country. 

1898. 1899. 

& 
2,527,600 
Belgium ... ove 415,746 821,886 
Denmark ... ove 90,226 124,152 
Italy one 323,520 53,318 
Mexico... oss oe 21,460 43,400 

United States of America (transit) .. 7,562 hie 
Total... 12,558,336 11,466,641 


(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2391). 
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THE HOG-PACKING INDUSTRY OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 


The following particulars of the hog-packing industry of the 
United States are taken from the Monthly Summary of Commerce 
and finance of the United States for February last, issued by the 
Bureau of Statistics at Washington :— 

The increase of swine raising throughout the Western States 
has been in no small degree attributable to developments in the 
packing industry—the wholesale curing and packing of hog 
products. This industry is intimately associated with the business 
of slaughtering, dressing, and shipping cattle and sheep, but as far 
as packing in its literal sense is concerned the industry chiefly 
affects swine. 

The packing trade in a primitive form existed in Boston in the 
latter part of the seventeenth century, and it has been claimed that 
packing was carried on in Salem as early as 1640. The origin of 
packing, however, as it is now understood, cannot be traced further 
back than 1818, when an establishment was set up in Cincinnati. 
This city, which has since earned the title of Porkopolis, soon 
became the chief packing centre of the country, a position which 
it maintained until 1862. 

The causes for the pre-eminence of Cincinnati during this period 
are not hard to seek. The adjacent corn region of Ohio and 
Indiana enabled hogs to be raised cheaply in the district, and its 
position on the Ohio River gave to Cincinnati access to the markets 
of the Lower Mississippi River. The key to the situation was 
river navigation. The flat boats were kept on the river until the 
spring “ break-up,” and then floated down to New Orleans, where 
the hog products were exchanged for sugar, molasses, rice, and 
other commodities. At New Orleans a portion of the hog product 
was re-shipped to Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
and other cities on the Atlantic Coast. 

The change in the location of the packing industry has followed 
closely that of the centre of corn production. In the fourth, fifth, 
and sixth decades of this century, the chief packing centres of the 
West were at Cincinnati and Louisville, on the Ohio River, which 
was at that period in the centre of a flourishing corn country. 
Since 1850 the packing industry has moved farther west, first to 
Chicago, and finally, within quite recent times, to Kansas City 
and Omaha. Thus, taking winter packing alone (i.e., that occur- 
ring between Ist November and Ist March), it is found that the 
number of hogs slaughtered during the season in Cincinnati was 
much greater in 1850 than in 1899, or for any year since 1883, 
and the winter packing in Louisville in 1850 was greater than for 
any year from 1889 to 1898, while the winter packing at that city 
in 1854 was greater than that for any subsequent year. 

The decline of Louisville as a packing centre has been 
similar to that of Cincinnati. The cornfields have moved farther west, 
and with them the packing industry has also migrated westward. 
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The decline of Louisville however, has been even more rapid than 
that of Cincinnati. From 1849-50 to 1853-54 the number of 
winter-packed hogs at Louisville increased from 184,000 to 407,000, 
but from that time it declined, and since 1880-81 the number of 
hogs packed in any one winter has always been less than 200,000. 

The city which has most completely absorbed the packing 
industry has been Chicago. Fifty years ago the population 
of that city did not warrant the establishment of packing 
establishments upon a large scale, and the position of Cincinnati 
and Louisville was considered far more advantageous. Within a 
dozen years, however, these conditions changed completely and 
the natural advantages of Chicago’s position became manifest. The 
broad plains of Illinois and of the trans-Mississippi States were 
planted with corn, and hogs were raised in great numbers, while 
its position at the head of Lake Michigan and at the converging 
point of the great East bound railroads gave Chicago an advantage 
in transportation which was rapidly utilised by enterprising 
packers. The immense advances which have been made in pack- 
ing, the methodical, mechanical, clock-like method of killing and 
packing, the utilisation of all parts of the animal and of all by- 
products, the advances in refrigeration, the introduction of summer 
packing, the improvements in transportation, and many other 
reforms have been intimately associated with the rise of packing in 
Chicago. This advance has been truly phenomenal. In 1849-50 
the number of hogs packed in Chicago was 11,500; in 1859-60, 
151,000 ; in 1869-70, 688,000; in 1879-80, 2,525,000; in 
1889-90, 2,179,000; and in 1898-99, 3,249,000. In 1849-50 the 
winter packing of Chicago formed less than 3 per cent., in 
1898-90 over 1,090 per cent. of that of Cincinnati. From 1850 to 
1862, Chicago rapidly passed all other cities in the volume of its 
winter packing, and from 1862 has remained indisputably the 
chief pork-packing centre of the world. 

The tendency in the packing industry, however, is toward the 
continuance of the present westward movement and the super- 
session of Chicago by cities lying still nearer the corn belt. The 
advantages possessed by Chicago can never be entirely lost, and 
that city must remain for a long time the natural outlet, and con- 
sequently the natural packing centre, for a large territory. The 
advantage of locating the packing industry as near as possible to 
the place where the hogs are raised, however, has led to the rise of 
packing establishments to the west of Chicago, notably at Kansas 
City and Omaha. The prospects for the packing industry at the 
former city are excellent, and its growth has been very rapid. In 
the winter of 1867-68 only 2,500 hogs were slaughtered in that 
city ; by 1869-70 the number had increased to 25,000, by 1879-80 
to 196,000, by 1889-90 to 682,000 and by 1897-98 to 1,305,000, 
the packing of 1898-99 being somewhat smaller and anounting 
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to only 1,220,000 hogs. As late as 1879-80 Kansas City was 
seventh on the list of packing centres ; three years later it was 
already second, a position it has since held. Its rapid advance 
has been due largely to the nearness of the cornfields and the 
admirable rail facilities provided for Eastern or Southern movement. 
The development of Omaha has been similar but less rapid. In 
the winter of 1872-73 there were 7,500 hogs packed ; in 1879-80 
52,000, in 1889-90 373,000, and in 1898-99 791,000 hogs. As 
late as 1885-86 Omaha was eighth in rank of the great winter 
packing centres; four years later it had become third, which 
position it has since maintained. 
The following table shows the number of hogs slaughtered an 
packed at the principal slaughtering and packing establishments 
of the United States in each of the years (ended Ist March), 
1894-95 to 1898-99 :— 


Places, 1894-95. | 1895-96. | 1896-97. | 1897-98. | 1898-99. 
No. No. No. No. No. 
Chicago ‘at ++.| 5,293,202 | 5,490,410 | 5,967,595 | 6,747,265 | 8,016,675 


Kansas City ... «| 2,105,333 | 2,104,213 | 2,893,739 | 3,184,386 | 3,107,053 
Omaha ... ose ++-| 1,550,821 | 1,002,800 | 1,188,879 | 1,570,050 | 1,977,922 
St. Louis ane .-| 869,458 837,377 | 1,089,533 | 1,238,610 | 1,580,286 
Indianapolis... «.| 683,256 675,340 844,335 988,559 | 1,098,556 
Cincinnati one | 536,790 559,780 625,570 635,143 696,059 
Milwaukee and Cudahy; 702,877 717,314 786,693 | 1,002,034 | 1,098,408 
St. Joseph onl 215,500 177,100 423,500 | 1,120,449 
Other places in the West) 3,844,617 | 3,407,801 | 3,855,634 | 4,411,613 | 4,956,287 


Total number of hogs'16,003,645 |15,010,635 |16,928,978 20,201,260 |28,651,695 
packed in the West. | 

The total number of hogs packed in the year 1872-73 was 
5,916,000; the increase in the last 27 years may therefore be set 
down as 300 per cent. 

In the Eastern States the number of hogs packed annually is 
not nearly so large. The principal centre of distribution is 
Boston (Mass.), which is responsible for over one-half of the hogs 
packed in the Eastern States. Buffalo in New York State is 
another important centre. 

The following table shows the number of hogs packed in the 
Eastern States in each financial year from 1894-95 to 1898-99 :— 


Places. 1894-95. | 1895-96. | 1896-97. | 1897-98. | 1898-99. 
No. No. No. ana No. 
Boston (Mass.) ... _...| 1,747,800 | 1,289,800 | 1,494,000 | 1,673,100 | 1,789,300 
Buffalo bd 508,800 457,400 


Other places in the East.| 1,350,700 | 1,312,700 | 788,100 | 941,600 | 1,424,700 


Total number of hogs) 3,098,500 | 2,602,500 | 2,790,900 | 3,072,100 | 3,164,000 
packed in the East. 


* Not distinguished. 
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In connection with the table showing the trade of the United 
States for the eight months ended 28th February last, which will 
be found on pp. 145 and 146 of this issue, it is worthy of note, as 
pointed out in an article in “‘Bradstreet’s,” of the 31st ult., that the 
manufacturers of the United States are at the same time really the 
chief importers, for the reason that nearly one-half of all the 
products imported into that country are raw or partly manu- 
factured materials intended for the use of the former. For the 
month of February the total imports were 14,328,0001., and of this 
amount nearly 38 per cent. were classified by the Bureau of 
Statistics as articles in a crude condition suitable for manufacture. 
This, however, did not cover the entire takings of the manu- 
facturers, because another very large sum was classified under 
the head of articles wholly or partially manufactured for use 
in manufacture and the mechanic arts. ‘The two classes combined 
furnish a total of 6,806,000. or 474 per cent. of all the imports. 
The statistics of foreign trade for the eight months are remarkable, 
not only as showing largely increased imports of raw materials, 
thus confirming the reports of exceptional activity in domestic 
manufacturing industry, but also because they show the heaviest 
volume of exports of manufactured articles ever reported, they 
being fully 30. per cent. heavier than in the eight months a year 
ago, and nearly three times the value of the exports of manu- 
factured goods ten years ago. 

Some interesting percentages of import trade are revealed when 
the eight-months’ aggregates are considered. The following table 
shows the importation of manufacturers’ raw materials and the 
exportation of manufactured goods in the eight months ending 
with February, from 1900 back to 1890: 


: . Imports of Per | Exports Per 
ending cent. of ||of cent. of 
Materials. total. Articles. total. 

| Value. | Value. 

| | £ 
1890 24,836,000 23°6 20,778,000 16°6 
1891 27,049,000 240 22,828,000 17°8 
1892 Re 26,944,000 24:7 22,512,000 14°38 
1393 31,961,000 -| | 20,706,000 171 
1894 18,144,000 207 || 25,685,000 19:7 
1895 24,899,000 25°6 24,339,000 
1896 32,250,000 28°6 30,014,000 24:4 
1897 22,589,000 25°7 36,277,000 241 
1898 27,886,000 34:0 37,626,000 22°6 
1899 28,079,000 315 || 43,088,000 25:0 
1900 49,695,000 35°2 55,945,000 29°7 
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The “Indian and Eastern Engineer,” in an article on Harbour 
Extension in Japan, refers to some of the numerous schemes for 
the establishment of new harbours and ports and the improvement 
of existing ones, of which the following may be selected as worthy 
of notice :— 

Tokio.—According to Dr. Furnichi, the Vice-Minister of Com- 
munications, the cost of the proposed harbour will be approximately 
as follows :—Stone-faced embankment and quays, 14,000,000 yen; 
reclamation, 9,000,000 yen; machinery, 5,000,000 yen; materials 
and sundries, 13,000,000 yen; warehouses and buildings, 18,000,000 
yen; total 59,000,000 yen, or nearly 6,000,000/. sterling. By 
postponing the construction of part of the embankments and quays, 
this sum may be reduced by about 700,000/., making a total of 
5,300,0001. or thereabouts. It is proposed to spread this expense 
over a period of about ten years, at the rate of 3,000,000 yen for 
the first year, and 5,000,000 yen per annum until the work is com- 
pleted. 

Kobe.—The Harbour Construction Investigation Committee have 
submitted the following scheme to the City Committee for consider- 
ation and approval, before laying it before the Central Authorities. 
The total cost is estimated at about 23,000,000 yen, or, say, 
2,400,0001., of which it is hoped that about 1,500,0001. will be 
contributed by a Government subsidy. In this case also, it is 
proposed to spread the work over a period of about ten years. The 
scheme comprises the reclamation of about 360 acres of foreshore, 
the construction of upwards of 9,000 feet of wharves, with a depth 
of from 24 to 30 feet, and a breakwater enclosing an area of 560 
acres, with a depth of 30 feet or upwards. The work is to be 
divided roughly into six sections, namely breakwaters, about 
8,022,000 yen, and reclamation in five sections, amounting to 
6,533,000 yen, 688,000 yen, 2,601,000 yen, 452,000 yen, and 
129,000 yen respectively, leaving about 5,575,000 yen for buildings, 
machinery, &c. 

Osaka.—For many years past there has been a keen rivalry 
between Yokohama and Kobe as to which port shall take the lead. 
As regards the total sum of exports and imports, Yokohama has 
always managed to hold its own until last year, owing in great 
measure to its large silk export business. According to the 
Customs returns from Ist January to 25th December last, the 
figures for the two ports stood as follows :— 


Kobe. Yokohama. 

Yen. Yen. 
Exports ... 73,460,698 105,890,631 
Imports ... 117,334,161 74,040,992 


Total 


190,794,859 


179,931,623 
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As, however, the above figures relating to Kobe, and especially 
the imports, include nearly the whole of the Osaka trade, it. is 
pretty evident that when the Osaka harbour improvements are com- 
pleted, nearly all the goods destined for that port, which now 
require to be transhipped into lighters and small vessels, and 
conveyed some 18 miles across the Osaka bay, and up the 
river, owing to the bar at the mouth (which even at high spring 
tides limits the draught of the vessels to 12 feet or thereabouts) 
will be delivered direct to Osaka, to the great diminution of the 
Kobe trade. The proposed improvements in the Tokio harbour 
—when they are carried out—would probably have a similar 
effect upon Yokohama, but at present they have not got 
beyond the range of discussion, whereas the Osaka works were 
commenced two years ago, and will, it is hoped, be finished in 
some six or seven years from the present date. One of the chief 
difficulties to be overcome was the great amount of silt which is 
brought down by the Yodogawa river whenever itis in flood ; but 
it is said that the course of this river is to be diverted at such times 
into a special channel, so as not to flow into the actual harbour 
at all. 


Matsushima.—The bay, or rather archipelago of Matsushima, 
about 220 miles from Tokio, or about half way from that city to 
the port of Aomori, in the north of the main island, has long been 
celebrated as one of the San-kei, or “‘ three most beautiful scenes” 
in the empire, and its proximity to the flourishing town of Sendai, 
the capital of the province of Rikuzen, and of the prefecture of 
Miyagi, renders it peculiarly suitable for a port. Three different 
localities in the bay, each having separate recommendations, are 
now under consideration. The report of Dr. Furnichi, Vice- 
Minister of Communications, may be briefly condensed as follows, 
omitting all considerations except cost, area and depth :—- 


Area more than 
—- Cost, Total Area. 24 ft, deep. 
Yen. 
Matsushima 5,400,000 1,000 230 
Nobiru ... «| 7,200,000 380 250 
Hon-ami ... 8,400,000 400 245 


It appears probable that the Matsushima site, or a spot called 
Hanabuchi, close to it, will be selected. Owing to its favourable 
situation, and its freedom from any danger of being silted up, it 
is probably the finest harbour available between Yokchama and 
Hakodate. 


Itozaki—This port, in the Mihara bay of the Inland Sea, near 


_Onomichi, in the province of Bingo, was declared open to foreign 


trade by Imperial decree issued on 28th December last, and will 
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probably be formally opened with due ceremony and celebrations 
on Ist June next. It is completely landlocked and protected from 
adverse weather, and the anchorage is said to be both extensive 
and deep. It is one of the stations on the Sanyo Railway, 144 
Rca from Kobe, and has a fair prospect of becoming an important 
place. 


Takamatsu.—-This port, which is also on the Inland Sea, is 
situated at the north end of the Island of Shikoku, in the province 
of Sanuki, of which it is the capital. The harbour improvements 
which were commenced in 1897 are now nearly completed, and have 
cost about 200,000 yen. A brisk coasting trade is carried on with 
Osaka, Kobe, and other ports. ‘The little Sanuki Railway, 2 ft. 
9 in. gauge, and about 27 miles long, connects it with the port of 
Tadotsu (19 miles) and the inland town of Kotohira. 


Otaru.— On the western coast of Hokkaido, or Yezo, the most 
northerly of the four chief islands of which the Japanese Empire is 
composed, is Otaru, one of the most important ports in that island, 
and in direct communication with the line of the Hokkaido colliery 
and Railway Company. It is, however, only an open roadstead, and 
exposed especially towards the north-west. The Japanese Govern- 
ment, which has for many years consistently encouraged the agri- 
culture, mining, and manufacturing industries of the island, has for 
some time past been engaged in building a breakwater some 4,250 
feet long, with the object of enclosing about 900 acres of anchor- 
age. The whole scheme has been designed and laid out, and is now 
being constructed, entirely by Japanese engineers, without foreign 
assistance or advice, and so far as can be ascertained from the 
somewhat scanty information that has been published, the work 1s 
being carried out in the most thorough and substantial manner. 
On July last it was declared one of the open ports of Japan. 


Abashiri—The northern coast of Yezc, washed by the Sea of 
Okhotsk, is at present sadly deficient in harbour accommodation, 
and this want has hitherto retarded the development of the pro- 
vince of Kitami, in that island. ‘Two localities have been suggested 
as suitable, namely, Saruma-ko and Abashiri. Although no actual 
decision has yet been arrived at, it appears probable that the latter 
will be selected, both on account of its natural advantages, which 
would necessitate a smaller expenditure, and also from the greater 
amount of commerce which it is likely to develop and attract. 
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BRITISH INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received through the India Office a copy 

: of a circular issued by the Finance and Com- 

Tariff Decision. merce Department of the Indian Government, 

in virtue of which wire-gauze and felt (whether 

woollen or cotton) imported in endless pieces by the owners or 

agents of paper mills for use in the mills, are to be treated 

as component parts of machinery. The articles named, if im- 

ported under the conditions stated, will thus be free of import duty 
in future. 


MEXICO. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
Tariff Classi. COPY of a despatch from H.M. Minister at Mexico, 
iin enclosing a statement of the changes in the classi- 
; fication of goods under the Mexican Customs 
Tariff which were approved by the Minister of Finance during 
the month of January last. The following is a list of the changes 

referred to :— 

Iron or steel goods of all kinds, with accessories of silk, or of 
cloth containing silk, or of leather, not elsewhere specified in the 
Tariff (even when enamelled, tinned, or nickelled, or with adorn- 
ments not being of precious metal), are to be classed under Art. 
277 of the Tariff and pay duty at the rate of 60 cents. per kilo- 

me. 

Husks of Almonds are to be classed under Article 205 of the 
Tariff—duty 5 cents. per kilogramme, gross weight. 

Cotton or Hemp Cloth, treated with pitch, and perforated, for 
joining bands for the transmission of motion in machinery, when 
not coming attached to such bands (even when containing a core 
of rubber)—to be classed under Article 860 of the Tariff: duty, 
10 cents. per kilogramme, gross weight. 


UNITED STATES. 


The following is a list of some decisions affecting the application 

of the United States Customs Tariff which 
Tariff Decisions. have recently been given by the Treasury 
Department of the United States Govern- 


ment :— 
White pine strips—White pine strips about 2} inches square, 
and from 2} to 3} feet long, planed on both sides, are dutiable at 
the rate of 2°50 dols. per thousand feet, board measure, under 
paragraph 195 of the Tariff. 
Sik mourning crape-—Silk mourning crape dyed in the piece, 
weighing more than one-third ounce and less than 14 ounces per 
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square yard, is dutiable at 60 per cent. ad valorem under para- 
graph 390 of the Tariff. 

Breccia or “ breche violetie.”---A species of limestone or marble, 
crystallised, micaceous in appearance, and composed of broken 
fragmentary material of a violet or bluish-grey colour, the 
cemented fragments of limestone being of an angular character, 
sometimes called “ breeche violette,” is held to be breccia and free 
of duty as such under paragraph 508 of the Tariff, and not 
subject to classification either as marble under paragraph 114 or 
as a crude mineral substance under paragraph 614, 

Cloisonné wares.—Japanese vases, boxes, jars, and other articles 
of cloisonné ware, made of metal and enamelled with a vitreous 
paste of various colours, after the manner of Japanese and Chinese 
art, are dutiable at 40 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 159 
of the Tariff, as wares or articles of metal “enamelled or glazed 
with vitreous glasses,” and not under paragraph 193 as manu- 
facturers of metal not specially provided for. 

Allowances for unusual absorption of sea water.—Where imported 
woollen noils (dutiable under paragraph 362 of the Tarift) have 
become saturated with sea water, so as to absorb while in transitu 
an unusual amount of moisture, the weight of which is ascertain- 
able with reasonable certainty, the importer is entitled to have the 
entry liquidated on the basis of the landed weight of the goods, 
less the weight of the water. 

Spool thread of cotton.—Cotton thread imported in skeins, 
whether in the grey or bleached, of the character usually sold on 
spools, is not dutiable under paragraph 302 of the Tariff, as cotton 
thread, but under paragraph 303 as ‘“‘ spool thread of cotton, other- 
wise than on spools or reels.” 

Bottle stoppers of white porcelain.—White porcelain bottle 
stoppers, upon which are printed the name, monogram, and place 
of business of the user, &c., are dutiable at the rate of 55 per cent. 
ad valorem under paragraph 95 of the Tariff, as being “ plain white 
and without superadded ornamentation of any kind,” and not at 
60 per cent. ad valorem, under the same paragraph, as wares 
“printed or otherwise decorated or ornamented in any manner.” 

Cotton cloth in part of goat hair.—Mercerized coloured cotton 
cloth, made of cotton, and containing on the surface polka dots 
made of goat hair, is dutiable under paragraph 366 of the Tariff, as 
a cloth made “in part of wool,” within the meaning of said 
paragraph, as qualified by paragraph 383. 

Sardels.—Sardels are dutiable at the rate of three-fourths of one 
cent per pound under paragraph 261 of the Tariff as fish “ prepared 
for preservation.” 

Toys, harmonicas, jew’s-harps, music bowes, and magic lanterns, 
when intended for the amusement of children, and chiefly used as 
such, are toys and are not assessable for duty as musical or optical 
instruments. 
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Paper stock—Jute waste-——Jute waste, of an unusually short 
fibre, which is fit only to be converted into paper stock, and is not 
used for other purposes of manufacture, is held to be free of duty 
under paragraph 632 of the Tariff. 

Artificial teeth.—Artificial teeth made of various mineral sub- 
stances, including spar, are not assessable as a manufacture of spar 
where spar is not the component material of chief value, but are 
properly dutiable as articles composed in chief value of mineral 
substances under paragraph 97 of the Tariff. 


GERMANY. 

A despatch has been received at the Board of Trade, through the 
Foreign Office, from H.M. Consul-General at 
Tariff Decisions. Hamburg, enclosing translations of two Orders 
issued by the Director-General of Customs at 
Hamburg concerning the Customs treatment of air-pumps for air- 
brakes and railway locomotive engine wheels with axles. The 

Orders are to the following effect :— 

Air-brakes manufactured according to the systems of the 
Standard Air-brake Company in New York, and consisting 
principally of the following parts :— 

1. The pneumatic compression apparatus, 

2. The air chamber, 

5. The brake cylinder, 
are dutiable according to the nature of the material of which they: 
are made, even when they are imported in separate parts. 

Locomotive engine wheels of unpolished unlacquered iron, 
mounted upon axles, are to ke charged duty under paragraph 
6e 1 B of the Tariff at the rate of 3 marks per 100 kilogs. (1s. 6jd. 
per cwt.) gross weight. 


UNITED STATES AND SWITZERLAND. 
The Board of Trade are in receipt of a circular issued to the 
Habe Customs officers of the United States by the 
a wma Treasury Department of the United States 
Government, informing them that the con- 
Treaty of 1850. cossions made to France in the reciprocal 
commercial arrangement concluded with that country in May, 
1898, under Section 3 of the United States Tariff Act of 1897, 
ceased to be applicable to imported articles of Swiss origin on 
the 23rd March, 1900, in consequence of the denunciation by the 
United States of the clauses of the treaty of 1850 with Switzer- 
land, which secured to the products of the respective nations the 
benefit of the lowest rates of duty which either should thereafter 
grant, by treaty or otherwise, to any other country. The regular 
duties under the United States Tariff have consequently been 
assessed on all merchandise imported from Switzerland since the 
above-mentioned date. 
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RUSSIA. 
According to statements published in the ‘“‘ Handels Museum ” of 
Mercantile the 5th inst., the mercantile marine of Russia 


Marine consisted on the 1st January last of 657 steamers 

: and 2,143 sailing vessels, ‘These figures include 
all vessels of the White Sea, the Baltic, the Black Sea, the Sea of 
Azov, and the Caspian, as well as all vessels trading under the 
Russian flag in foreign waters. The total tonnage of the steam 
vessels amounted to 299,725, and that of the sailing vessels to 
254,417 tons. Most of the steamers were built abroad, chiefly 
in England, but the sailing vessels were all Russian built. The 
total value of the steam vessels is estimated at 92,500,000 roubles, 
that of the sailing vessels at 15,000,000 roubles. 


FRANCE. 


The “ Journal Officiel” of the 7th inst. publishes statistics of the 
receipts of French railways (other than lines 
Railways in 1899. of only local interest) during 1899, as compared 
with 1898. The following is a summary 
statement extracted from the statistics in question, which are 
published by the Ministry of Public Works :— 


1898. 1899, 
Receipts :— £ 
State lines eee ess 1,831,000 1,902,000 
Principal companies ... ove 52,178,000 53,912,000 
Minor companies ove 372,000 382,000 
Total ose 54,442,000 56,264,000 


During 1899, 219 miles of railway were opened for working 
in France. 


EGYPT. 

The report of Viscount Cromer, H.M. Agent and Consul-General 

at Cairo on the administration, &c., of Egypt in 
Railways in 1899. 1899, which has just been issued, states that 

the gross receipts of the Egyptian railways in 
1899 amounted to £E2,112,000. This is the highest figure yet 
attained. After providing for working expenses, and for the 
payment of certain annuities which constitute a charge on the 
railway administration, a balance of £E1,065,000 remained over. 
This sum is £E62,000 in excess of the annual interest on the 
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preference stock, for the payment of which the railway revenues 
are pledged. 

There was a very slight diminution in the passenger traffic as 
compared with 1898. This was wholly due to the fact that, by 
reason of the outbreak of plague at Alexandria, some of the fairs 
usually held at provincial towns were suppressed. On the other 
hand, the goods traffic yielded £E100,000 more than in 1898. It 
is specially satisfactory to note a steady increase in the transport 
of coal, machinery, timber, and building material. 

One of the chief works undertaken during the year was the 
strengthening of the Embabeh Bridge. This bridge, originally 
built for £E80,000, will, before it is completed, have cost ££123,000 
The facts connected with this undertaking are, in the opinion of 
the Consul-General, a proof of the bad results often obtained by 
the adoption of the system of public tender. 

Large additions were made to the rolling-stock in the course of 
last year. Most of the new stock added is, however, to replace old 
stock which has been condemned. It may be mentioned that four 
trial heavy engines—exceeding in power the largest locomotives in 
use on the English railways—were ordered last year, viz., two from 
Messrs. Dubs, of Glasgow, and two from America....... 

Captain Johnstone, the acting President of the Egyptian 
Railway Administration, writes as follows on the question of 
American versus British locomotives :—‘“ The action of the Board 
in ordering locomotives and waggons from America has been 
criticised. It is due simply to this fact: that American firms, 
while they are not in a position to tender on more favourable 
terms than others on our designs, almost invariably offer us engines 
or waggons built to standard designs of their own at lower prices 
and in less time ; whilst English and other European makers content 
themselves with tendering on our designs, being, as a rule, not 
in the habit of manufacturing to standard designs of their own. 

“We much prefer adhering to our own standards, but in cases 
where time and cost are of great importance, such an offer from 
America cannot be passed by. 

“On the other hand, the length of time required at present by 
competent English firms to execute such orders is prohibitive, and 
the only order placed for locomotives this year, besides the trial 
orders referred to elsewhere, went to a Belgian firm, who offered 
delivery in three and a-half months less than any English firm, 
and who have done good work for us in previous years.” ° 

With reference to the Keneh-Assouan Railway, as this line is not 
mortgaged to the preference bondholders, its revenue and expendi- 
ture are not included in the figures given above. 

The net revenue in 1899 was £E14,000 as compared to £E4,600 
in 1898. The number of passengers carried was 258,000, and the 


ry 
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quantity of goods 64,500 tons, as compared to 69,000 passengers 
and 43,000 tons in 1898. 

Captain Johnstone writes in connection with this line:— 

“Three new locomotives have arrived and been taken into use— 
not before they were badly wanted. Thirty wagons and three 
more locomotives are on their way. These have all been ordered 
from America, as they were urgently needed, and early delivery 
could not be obtained elsewhere.” 

The special attention of British manufacturers may be drawn to 
the fact that, in many cases of Egyptian contracts, time of delivery 
is quite as important, indeed sometimes more important, than 
price. 


EGYPTIAN SOUDAN. 


In the same report on Eyvypt quoted above it is stated that it 
had been hoped that the Soudan railway 
; would have reached Halfaya, which lies at 

the Railway. the junction of the Blue and White Niles 
opposite Khartoum, in the course of last September. Some delay, 
however, ensued, partly owing to the fact that the Atbara bridge 
took rather longer to erect than had been anticipated, and partly 
by reason of the damage done to some parts of the line by heav 
rains. The result was that the line was not opened till the 30th 
December. Arrangements have been made for the construction of 
bridges and culverts which will henceforth prevent any interrup- 
tion of the traffic being caused by rain. 

Lord Cromer adds: “ In my last annual report I mentioned the 
possibility and desirability of extending the line to Abu Haraz. 
This is probably the direction which railway extension will even- 
tually take, but after full consideration it was thought desirable to 
postpone action for the present, and to devote whatever money is 
available to improving that portion of the line which has been 
already constructed. I fully concur in this decision.” 


Progress of 


ARGENTINA. 


The “Bulletin Commercial” of the 7th inst. says that the 

Projected New Argentine Congress has recently passed a law 

authorising the construction of a commercial 

poit in the Bay of San Borombon, about 36 
degrees south latitude. 

According to the provisions of this law, the concessionaires may 
use on the Atlantic coast a frontage of 1,500 metres for the 
construction of the port, which will include a series of quays with 
railways, hydraulic cranes, warehouses, &c. In addition, all lands 


Port in 
Argentina. 


| 
4 ‘ 
i 
: 
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reclaimed from the sea will become the absolute and entire 
property of the concessionaires. 

The port must have a depth sufficient to accommodate vessels 
drawing 30 feet of water, and the schedule of port dues, ware- 
house charges, &c., to be collected by the concessionaires on vessels 
calling, will be submitted to the approval of the Government and 
must in no case exceed those levied at the port of Buenos Ayres. 

The concession will last for $9 years, at the expiration of which 
the port and its surroundings will become the property of the 
Argentine Government. 


TRADE NOTES. 
MINING, METALS, AND MACHINERY. 


VICTORIA. 


According to a communication received at the Board of Trade 
. from the office of the Agent-General for 
Gold Yield, Vi se ls d vi 
‘Siig Bite ney ictoria, the gold yield of that colony for the 
three months ended 31st ult. amounted to 
: 173,813 ozs. 


CANADA. 


The American Commercial Agent at Standbridge reports that a 
P mineral discovery which may lead to important 
in Quebec. tains. This is the unearthing of a seam of coal 

on the land of the Shawinigan Water and Power Company. 

Quite by accident and while working upon excavations on the 
St. Maurice River, the find was made. The cuttings necessary to 
form the headrace are extensive, and in sections a depth of 125 feet 
has been reached, measuring from the top of the cliffs above. It 
was while upon this work that traces of coal were found. The 
sand was discovered to be thickly impregnated with coal dust, 
which in some untold age had managed to break away from the 
present body and drift down. Later, in the work of excavating for 
the headrace, a seam of coal was stumbled upon. This was tried 
in the furnaces and found to burn well. The strata bearing the 
coal is some 40 or 50 feet below the surface, and its extent remains 
to be seen. It is thought, however, that the main coal body is 
situated perhaps a mile up the river from the place where the 
present discoveries have been made. 

In appearance, the coal has all the properties of the anthracite, 
and is not unlike the Pennsylvania article, the difference being 
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that it has more polish and is far more brittle. Experts who have 
seen the specimens pronounce it not unlike some of the Nova 
Scotia product. 

‘The surrounding formation is, of course, entirely different from 
that inthe anthracite regions of Pennsylvania. The shale and 
slate which surround the coal measures of the Keystone State are 
entirely lacking. Geologists have always maintained that no 
minerals existed in the Laurentian Mountains, and that those 
granite hills contained nothing more valuable than the iron-like 
stone of which they were formed. 


“Bradstreets” for 24th ult., states that approximately 18,000,000 
-_ tons of ore were handled on the lakes last year, 
of which fully 14,000,000 tons were transported 
Ore. from the lake ports to Pittsburgh. If current 
estimates are to be believed, shipments of 25,000,000 tons will be 
attempted this year, of which 20,000,000 tons will pass from lake ore 
ports to Pittsburgh and the neighbouring valleys, in which the iron 
industry is a leading feature. If experts in that branch of industry 
are to be believed, there will not be one vessel of 2,000 tons 
capacity available for general trade on the lakes next summer. 
Many vessels heretofore used in the shipment of grain are likely 
to be enlisted in the ore trade in the six months beginning Ist May. 
This is expected to divert an enormous quantity of grain traffic to 
the railroads. 


BRAZIL. 

The United States Minister in Brazil, in a report dated Ist February 
last, says that the president of the San Fran- 
Coal and Iron. cisco Railroad, ar the State of Bahia, Dr. 
Argolla, is inclined to make an experiment with 5,000 tons of 
bituminous coal, to be followed by further yearly orders if the trial 
prove satisfactory. Dr. Argolla, it is stated, also thinks that 
structural iron for railroads and steel rails, if once introduced, 

would find an exclusive market. 


JAPAN. 

The “Straits Budget” of the 17th ult. reports the arrival at 
agasaki of the British steamer “Needles” with 
: a cargo of American coal, marking a new era in 
in Japan. the coal trade of Japan. The vessel was from 
Norfolk, Virginia, and brought over 6,000 tons of Pocahontas coal. 
This coal has been regularly shipped to the Philippines. It is 
stated to be equal to Cardiff coal. This is the first consignment of 

that description of coal to reach Japan. 


128 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [April 19, 1900. 


Trade Notes. 


AGRICULTURE. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 


Corn Prices. the week ended 14th April, 1900, were as 
follow :— 
Wheat... 208. lld. 
Barley... 248. 5d. 
Oats 


For further particulars see p. 140. 


GERMANY. 


According to official statistics, published in the ‘“ Reichs-Anzeiger ” 
Sugar of the 12th inst., the production of raw sugar in 
: the month of March was 15,723 metric tons, and 
Production. of refined sugar of all kinds 110,454 metric tons. 
During the eight months—August to March—of the 1899-1900 
sugar campaign, 1,547,960 metric tons of raw sugar were produced, 
as compared with 1,486,605 metric tons during the corresponding 
period of the previous year, and 849,845 metric tons of refined, as 
compared with 847,898 metric tons. 


UNITED STATES. 


Some interesting facts relative to the experimental tea gardens at 

Pinehurst, near the town of Summerville, South 

Tea Culture. Carolina, have recently been brought to public 

attention by a report on the subject prepared 

by Dr. Charles U. Shepard, Special Agent of the United States 

Government in charge of tea culture investigation, and commented 
on in a recent report of H.M. Consul at Charlestown. 

The Summerville experiments on the growth and manufacture 
of tea began about ten years ago. At the beginning they were 
wisely conducted on a small scale, but have been gradually 
increased until now over 50 acres have been planted in tea. It is 
expected that when the plants arrive at full bearing, the yield 
should be at least 10,000 lbs. of high grade tea annually, and this, 
it is supposed, will suffice to show conclusively whether tea may be 
profitably grown in the United States under existing local conditions 
of climate, soil, &c. The problem of providing cheap labour for 
gathering the leaf was solved by training a band of steady, nimble- 
fingered negro children, who were specially taught to pick tea. 

The South Fraser tea garden, containing a little over two acres, 
makes a remarkable showing so far. The bushes were raised from 
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seed planted in 1892, procured from a celebrated garden near 
Hangchow. This tea is not exported from China, as it costs 1 dol. 
60 c. per lb. at Hangchow. The Fraser Garden, at Summerville, 
is in a very thrifty condition, the unsuccessful plants amounting 
to about 4 per cent. only. The soil is a clay loam, with a stiff clay 
sub-soil; it has been heavily enriched every spring with a high- 
grade fertiliser at the rate of 600 lbs. to the acre, and the yield of 
dry tea in the last six years has been as follows :— 


Year. Quantity. 

lbs. 
1894... bee das 83 
1899 (approximate) 500 


This is considered a good return, as few gardens in China yield 
over 200 lbs. to the acre, and it is yet to be determined to what 
further extent the output of the Fraser Garden may grow. 
Further information may be obtained from the report of H.M. 
Consul at Charlestown, (Foreign Office, Annual Series, No, 2394.) 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 

-4:,. during the week ended 12th April, was 
Cotton Statistics. 93,384, and the number exported 7,192. Dur- 
ing the first thirteen weeks of the year, 1,259,170 bales were 
imported and 114,202 exported. 


Further details are given on p. 139. 


The Board of Education have decided, at the suggestion of the 
segs Council of the Society of Arts, to hold during 
—— “ the autumn an exhibition of modern illustra- 
tion in the Victoria and Albert Museum, 
South Kensington. 
The Exhibition will consist of works in black and white intended 


Illustration. 
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for book, periodical, and newspaper’ illustrations, and will be con- 
fined solely to modern examples of typographical work executed 
since 1860. This limit covers the time during which photography 
has’ been available’ for reproductive’ purposes and during which 
consequently the original drawings have been preserved, and are 
available for exhibition. 

The Board will be assisted in the selection and arrangement of 
the drawings by an influential committee (with some additional 


members), which had already been organised by the Society of 
Arts. 


It is proposed that the Exhibition shall be opened about ist~ 
November, and remain open for four months. The drawings will 
have to be sent not later than Ist October. 

Any further information will be furnished on application to the 
Secretary, Board of Education, South Kensington, 8.W., to whom 
all communications on the subject should be addressed. 


NIGER COAST PROTECTORATE. 


A Colonial Office Report just issued gives the following particulars: 
regarding the value of the imports into, and! 
Trade in 1898-99. exports from, the Niger Coast Protectorate for 


the year ended 3lst March, 1899, as compared. 
with a similar period of 1897-98 :— 


Imports. Exports. 
Countries, 
1897-98. 1898-99. 1897-98, 1898-99. 
£ £ 
United Kingdom ... ---| 504,803 583,067 497,589 500,368 
France 13 12,467 21,487 
Germany ... 49,207 51,331 231,490 251,003. 
Holland ... 60,986 77,261 6,661 
Niger territories ... oo 35 143 33 57 
Other countries ... | 24,655 20,838 1,983 | 1,733 
| | 
Total ... £ 639,699 | 732,640 750,223 774,648 


| 
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CAPE COLONY. 


The following table, showing the trade of Cape Colony for the 

: eight months ended 28th February, 1900, as 

compared with the same period for 1899, is 

98th Febr taken from the “Cape of Good Hope Govern- 
ebruary. — ment Gazette” for 23rd ultimo. 


Eight Months ending 
eee 4 28, | February 28, 
1899 1900. 
Imports— 
Government Articles 720,422 404,330 
Grand Total ...| 11,312,908 12,664,063 
Exports— 
Colonial Products (exclusive of Diamonds, £ £ 
Gold and AN 2,937,983 
Diamonds .. 1,758,928 
Total 4. 16,630,244 9,318,448 
Value of imported goods re-exported 4. os.) 216,707 362,251 
Total 16,846,951 9,680,699 
Specie 656,406 360,511 
Grand Total 17,508,857 10,041,210 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 


The Melbourne “ Journal of Commerce” of 13th ultimo publishes 
Pearl Shell the following particulars of the pearl shell 


. * fisheries of Western Australia in 1897 and 
Fisheries. 1 898 :-— 


or | 1897. | 1898. 
Vessels engaged :— 
Tonnage... Tons, 1,851 2,212 
Persons employed :— | 
W hite eee one No. 61 65 
Value of Outzut: 
Pearls os ode Value & 8,683 11,202 
Pearl shell ... 46,892 69,433: 
Beche de Mer pie on “<= 1,825 1,300 
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BELGIUM. 


The following report on the first quarterly sale at the Antwerp 
Antwerp Ivory Market of the year, held on the 6th and 
enttinaies 7th inst., has been drawn up by the United 
"y States Consul-General in that city. The ivory 
offered and sold was as follows :— 


Congo _— Pounds, 
Hard ive ... 95,813 
Soft ane 7,211 

Angola oe ... 988,212 

Angola and Congo ... 14,742 

Cameroon ... ove 381 

Senegal and Gold Coast... tos 1,060 

Siam ... ne 330 

Hippopotamus tusks 123 

Total 160,193 


The totals for the corresponding quarter of the preceding four 


years were :— 
Pounds. 


The prices for hard ivory were very irregular, having decreased 
for the heavy and medium weight tusks of ordinary quality by from 
44d. to 94d. per kilogram (2°2046 pounds) whereas prices for 
heavy tusks of good quality were increased by about 94d., some 
lots even reaching as much as 21s. 93d. per kilogram. 

The soft ivory, heavy and medium weight tusks, decreased in 
value, but the other classes were sold at the same prices as the 
hard ivory. 

The next quarterly sale will be held on 1st May, 1900. 


FRANCE. 
The following :tatement, showing the value of the imports into, 
po 
Trade and exports from France, during the first three 


months of the current year, compared with the 
corresponding period of 1899, has just been 


Jan.—Mar., 1900. 


| 
| 
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issued by the French Customs Administration and published in 
the “ Journal Officiel” for the 13th inst. :— 


First Quarter, First Quarter, 
1899. 1900. 
Imports— £ £ 
Articles of food ... wn = 10,192,000 8,558,000 
Raw materials for industries... 28,310,000 29,214,000 
Manufactured articles ... vee ote 6,426,000 7,789,009 
Total ove & 44,928,000 45,561,000 
Exports— 
Articles of food ... om ose eos 4,784,000 6,523,000 
Raw materials for industries ... oa 9,177,000 10,183,000 
Manufactured articles ... eco des 16,295,000 16,782,000 
Parcels post Geox ose 1,863,000 2,421,000 
32,119,000 | 35,908,000 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a despatch from H.M. Ambassador at 


: Paris, transmitting copies of a circular issued 
destarations of by the French Minister of Commerce, with 

Exporters. y 


regard to the necessity for statistical purposes, 
of accuracy in the declarations made by exporters respecting the 
nature and value of goods forwarded from France to foreign 
countries. 

This Circular reminds exporters that they are obliged to 
declare to the Customs the nature, kind and quality of the goods 
they export, their origin and destination, and their weight, 
measure, number or value, according to the classification adopted 
in the Tariff, and goes on to state, that as the Customs officials, to 
avoid placing hindrances in the way of commerce, seldom check 
the statements of merchants with regard to the goods they export, 
it has been found that exporters in many cases supply only in- 
complete and inaccurate statements, thus minimising the value of 
the official export statistics. The Minister of Commerce in con- 
sequence asks for the co-operation of Chambers of Commerce, 
with the object of obtaining more accurate export declarations, and 
invites them to call the attention of merchants and manufacturers 
in their districts to the necessity in the common interest of 
supplying complete and accurate particulars of goods they export, 
and in cases where their produce is shipped by the medium of 
transport agents, of furnishing the latter with such precise 
information as will enable them to supply full and correct details 
to the Customs officials. 
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The “ Monde Economique” of the 7th inst. states that the Franco- 
Organisati Persian Association has recently organised a. 
mission which is shortly to ing in. 
order to study on the spot the advantages that 
French industries may expect to obtain from the opening of Persia. 
to European civilisation. ‘The mission will also consider whether 
Franco-Persian commercial relations could be usefully developed by 
the improvement of ways of communication and transport, and 
what further advantages France may expect to derive when the 
ports on the Persian Gulf are connected with Europe by lines of 
railway. 

The Franco-Persian Association endeavoured to obtain all! 
information likely to be of use on the subject of the enquiries of the 
mission before its departure, and with this object a short list of 
questions was drawn up and sent to persons interested, with the 
request that replies should be confined to points likely to be of 
practical utility. These replies have now been published in a 
pamphlet entitled France en Perse. Russia in the north and 
England in the south dispute the supremacy in the Persian 
market, but, says the work in question, there is still room between 
the two competitors ; and Austria, Germany, and France are making 
their woollen, cotton, and silk goods known in Persia. 


The sugar industry is of importance in Persia. ‘The Belgians 
established some time ago a refinery at Kherizek, near Teheran, 
but French sugars, and especially those from the Marseilles 
refineries, find a good market in Persia. 


Glassware is imported chiefly from Austria and Germany, but 
French glass finds favour, and the trade in bottles might he 
developed. 


It is said, however, that French merchants and manufacturers 
do not interest themselves sufficiently in the Persian market, and 
it is curious to see, that at almost every point Belgian goods 
distance French, though, if French goods were better known in 
Persia, and were more freely brought under the notice of pur- 
chasers, French trade with Persia might shortly become of 
considerable importance. 


With reference to export Cochin-China 
and Cambodia on p. 35 of the “Board of 

Trade inte- Trade Journal” for the 5th inst., and the 
China in 1899. Whole trade of Indo-China on p- 468 et seq. for 
the issue for Ist March, it may be noted that the “ Dépéche 
Coloniale ” of the 12th inst., publishes figures showing the value of 
both the imports into and exports from the whole of French Indo- 
China for last year as compared with previous years. The figures 
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which are taken from the “ Bulletin économique de |’Indo-Caine ” 
are as foilows (exclusive of bullion and specie) :— 


Trade of Indo-China in 1399,* 


| 1899, 

£ 
Imports... ooo ove 4,610 900 


* Includes Cochin-China and Cambodia, Annam, and Tonkin. 


SPAIN. 


The value of the imports of principal articles of merchan:lise into 
: Spain during the first two months > 1909 
Foreign Trate, 5,213,000L., as compared with 5,112,0901., 

Jan. and Feb. during the first two months of last year. The 
exports of principal articles of merchandise from Spain ‘laring 
January and lebruary, of this year amounted in value to 
4,518,000/., against 4,169,000/. during the corresponding months 
of last year. 

Further details are given on p. 143. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


The imports of merchandise into Austria-Hungary during ‘he two 
: months ended February, amounted in value 

Foreign Trade to 11,513,0001., the pe figure tor the 

Jan. and Feb. first two months of 1899 being 10,656,000/. 
In January and February of this year merchandise was exported 
from Austria to the value of 10,876,0001., the vaiue of 
the exports during the corresponding period of 1899 being 
10,888,0002. 

Further details are given on p. 144. 


EGYPT. 


The following circular has been received at the Board of Trade 
through the Foreign Office. 
beseneincrrhenited The Egyptian Quarantine Board invites 


Doctor at Suez. applications for the post of Lady Doctor at the 
Sanitary Office at Suez, with pay at the rate of from £H22 to 
£128 a month. 

Applications of candidates should contain—(1) Original or 
attested copy of diploma as Lady Doctor. (2) Certificate of good 
B2 
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health. (3) A formal engagement that the candidate will take up 
the post, if she is appointed, in the course of the month following 
the official notification. 

Applicants should also state what languages they know. 

It should be mentioned that no resignation of the post will be 
accepted unless three months’ notice has been given to the 
Presidency of the Board. 

No applications will be received after the 30th April, 1900. 


Imports.—Lord Cromer’s Report on Egypt, recently issued,* 

states that the value of the imports in 1899 

Trade in 1898. was £E£10,909,000,+ being £E415,000 in excess 
of the figure for 1898. 

The chief items of increase were rice (£39,000), coffee 
(£E37,000), coal (£E259,000), furniture, &c. (£E32,000), cement 
(£E70,000), chemical products (£43,000), cotton manufactures 
(£E109,000), and machinery and metals (€ £182,000). 

The increases were mostly due to increase in quantity, but 
towards the close of the year the prices of some articles, notably 
those included under the head of machinery and metals, and _ coal, 
rose considerably. The large increase under the former head may 
be ascribed to the imports of railway and tramway material, and 
the increase under coal to the greater demand for railway and 
irrigation purposes, as well as to the rise in price. 


Exports.—The value of the exports in 1899 was £E15,351,000 
showing an increase of £E3,546,000 over 1898. 

The cotton exports increased in value by £E3,150,000, and in 
quantity by 688,000 cantars (cantar = 98 lbs.). The marked rise in 
price was due to several causes, the chief of which were a larger 
demand, a falling-off in the American crop, and, at the ‘close of 
the year, the fears entertained of a diminished crop in 1900 in 
consequence of the low Nile. The average tariff rate per cantar 
for the year was 175 piastres,t as compared to 141 piastres in 1898. 

Cane sugar, the next most important item of export, shows also 
a large increase in quantity and in price, the increase in the total 
value being £E121,000. ‘There were considerable increases also 
in the exports of beans, onions and cotton seed, but the latter 
alone showed a rise in price. As a consequence of the re- 
occupation of the Soudan, the exports of gum arabic increased from 
£E6,988 in 1898 to £E30,595 in 1899. 

The export of eggs, a comparatively new feature in the Egyptian 
export trade, reached nearly 40,000,000 in 1899, valued at 
£143,000. 

The principal items of decrease were hides and rags, the quar- 
antine restrictions having practically closed the chief outlets for 
these articles during several months. 


* See also pp. 123. 
&E = 2s, 64d, Piastre = 2-45d. 
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MEXICO. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy 
of a despatch from H.M. Consul at Vera Cruz, 
_— mag stating that on the Ist inst. a Customs 
area Department was to be opened in Mexico City 
under a Director-General of Customs, and this appointment is to 
be filled by Don Javier Arrangoiz, lately Collector at Vera Cruz. 

Senor Arrangoiz, whilst Collector at Vera Cruz, instituted the 
practice of issuing yearly Reports of the Customs Returns of the 
port, and made the same accessible to the public. 

These Reports are of the greatest value to trade, and, if the 
local commercial community failed to profit by this source of 
information, such has not been the case with regard to foreign 
trade. 

Senor Arrangoiz has ever been desirous that the Customs 
Regulations should be modified to suit the necessities of an in- 
creasing trade, and the Decree of the 22nd ult., modifying the 
system of the participation by the Customs officials in fines 
collected (see “ Board of Trade Journal” for 29th ult., p. 697), 
which was to come into force from the Ist inst., is evidence that he 
has not been idle in such matters. 

It is to be hoped that many matters connected with the Customs 
may be taken into consideration by the new Department, and that 
by this means foreign trade may be enabled to take an early 
advantage of the increasing facilities offered for the discharge of 
vessels and the handling of goods, through the rapid advance of 
= public works and harbour improvements at the port of Vera 

ruz. 


JAPAN. 


The American Consul-General at Yokohama, has pees under 
: : date of 25th January, statistics relative to 
ee Japanese emigration. "te appears that Japanese 
Statistics. emigrants abroad at present are distributed as 
follows :—In Hawaii, 40,000; in Australia, 4,000; in Canada, 
4,000; and in Peru, 1,000. Besides these, there are of course a 
large number of Japanese emigrants in China and Korea. There 
are twelve emigration establishments in Japan and two more in 
course of formation. 
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Manchester—An ordinary meeting of the Board of Directors of 
this Chamber was held on the 11th inst., Mr. John Thomson, 
president, in the chair. 

On the recommendation of the Trade and Merchandise Marks 
Committee the Board authorised the despatch of a letter to the 
Board of Trade recapitulating and reinforcing the objections to 
the registration of words as trade marks in the cotton classes, 
which have been set forth by the Chamber on various occasions 
during the last 13 years. In addition to the arguments adduced 
in support of these objections, the letter calls attention to 
the fact that so long ago as in 1888 the Departmental Committee on 
trade marks acknowledged their force, suggesting as the only 
difficulty the possible obligation to register words under the 
International Convention. The letter requests that a return may 
be prepared of the number of word marks in the cotton classes 
which have been put upon the British register in virtue of the 
p®ovisions of the International Convention. It is added that the 
Chamber has reason to believe that no such registrations, or but a 
trifling number, have been effected. The President of the Board 
of Trade is further requested, in view of the arguments and 
reasons adduced, to introduce a bill into Parliament for the purpose 
of excluding words from registration as trade marks in the cotton 
classes. The despatch of the letter was authorised. 

The President reported that at the recent annual meeting of the 
Association of Chambers of Commerce a resolution submitted by the 
Manchester Chamber in the following terms had been unanimously 
adopted :—‘“ That the suspension for many years of the former 
practice of taking and publishing a periodical statistical census of 
the textile industries is greatly to be regretted, and that the Council 
be requested to urge upon the Secretary of State for Home Affairs 
the importance of forthwith preparing such census; and, further, 
to draft and present to him a schedule of the information which 
should be included in the census.” The President added that, at 
the request of the Council of the Association, the Chamber was 
engaged, in consultation with Mr. Thomas Ellison, of Liverpool, 
end Mr. William Tattersall, of Manchester, in drafting the form 
of the schedule. 

Other subjects to which reference was made at the meeting 
were—Chinese Customs Duty on Mercerised Cotton Yarn, Higher 
Commercial Education, Government Grants for Commercial 
Subjects, the London Scheme of Commercial Education, the 
London Dock Companies Bill, and the Patent Law Amendment. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 


at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 15 Weeks ended 12th April, 1900. 

Week 15 Weeks 

ended ended 
—— 12th April, | 12th April, 

1900. 1900. 

Imports. 
American eee eee eee eee 77,353 1,001,820 
Brazilian eee eee eee eee eee eee 6,624 48,218 
Egyptian 8,604 | 192,245 
93,384 1,259,170 

Brazilian eee eee ooo 3,295 
7,192 114,202 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Corn Prices. 
Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 


from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
14th April, 1900, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1832. 


Quantities Sold. 


Average Price. 


Wheat 
Barley 
Oats eee 


ore 


Qrs. Bus. 
66,412 1 
wl 19,519 1 


ove 9,672 5 


s 
25 11 
5 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 


from 1896 to 1899 :— 
Quantities Sold. | Average Price. 
Corre- 
nding 
eek in 
Wheat. Barley. Oats, “Wat Barley Oats. 
| 
Qrs. Bus Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus. s. d. 
1896 «| 27,564 6 13,463 7 | 9,458 1 24 11 23 6 14 0 
1897 41,923 4 10,181 2) 6,240 3 27 0 23 0 16 3 
1898 e-.| 35,518 2 4,889 7] 6,220 8 35 3 28 0 18 2 
1899 --.| 62,879 5 12,628 2 | 12,685 4 24 6 25 7 16 10 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperia! bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial] bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighcd measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


— 
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Foreign Trade of British India. 


1.—Imports into British India from Foreign Countries. 


Ten months, Ist April 


to January. 
Increase. Decrease. 
1898-99, | 1899-1900. 
R R R R 
I.—Animals; living... ... | 27,583,068 27,0,354 2,714 
II.—Articles of food and drink— 
Sugar ... 3,10,27,355 | 2,84,60,215 25,67,140 
Other articles... 4,30,02,356 4,75,43,703 45,41,347 
III.—Metals and Manufactures of— 
Hardware and cutlery (in- 
cluding plated ware) ... | 1,18,37,069 | 1,32,39,662 14,02,593 
Metals... ove 4,18,58,895 3,67,91,468 50,67,427 
Machinery and millwork ... | 2,58,26,209 | 2,12,16,258 ne 46,10,041 
Railway plant and rolling- 
stock (other than Govern- 
ment stores) 2,15,95,505 | 2,54,27,811 38,32,306 
IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and tan- F 
ning materials... ... 1,65,68,325 | 1,60,57,838 5,05,487 
V.—Oils 
Mineral 2,45,89,226 | 2,84,75,420 11,13,806 
Other oils 28,49,047 20,96,420 oi 7,52,627 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles seo ove | 2y48,85,772 | -8,19,90,776 76,55,004 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cctton yarn ... ois 2,15,14,541 2,04,77,954 one 10,36,587 
Cotton piece goods .., 19,70,39,534 | 22,12,13,622 2,41,74,088 on 
Other articles ... 9,35,41,219 | 10,47,80,101 | 1,11,88,882 
Total of all Imports ...| 55,83,33,211 | 59,54)71,602 | 8,71,38,391 
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Foreign Trade of British India—continued. 
2.—Expor's of Indian Produce and Manufacture from British 
India to Foreign Countries. 


Ten months, Ist April 
to 3lst January. 
— Increase. Decrease. 
1898-99. 1899-1900. 
R R R R 
I.—Animals, living .. 13,01,826 16,17,881 3,16,055 ine 
II.—Articles of food and drink— 
Rice... ooo ooo « | 11,09,32,443 9,20,60,575 ooo 1,88,71,868 
Wheat ... ooo | 9,58,53,019 4,24,96,528 oon 5,33,56,491 
Ten -7,65,76,322 | 8,84,82,879 | 1,18,56,557 
Otherarticles... ...  ... | 2,86,15,013 $,05,76,855 19,61,842 
III.—Metals and Manufactures of ... 11,01,868 17,24,312 6,22,444 ane 
IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and 
tanning materials— 
Opium ... ene ove | 5,95,31,683 6,69,70,196 74,38,213 
Indigo... ... ... | 2,06,39,569 | 2,01,17,180 5,22,389 
Otherarticles.. ... ... 98,39,855 1,12,58,556 14,18,701 
‘VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
Cotton ... ove | 8,77,07,681 7,86,58,422 ose 90,49,259 
Jute ... 5,53,98,545 | 7,14,62,521 | 1,60,63,976 
Oilseeds | 10,11,78,187 | 8,75,10,677 1,36,67,510 
Other articles... ... ... | 7,32,32,880 | 9,98,21,189 | 2,65,88,309 
VII.—Articles man and 
partly manufactured — 
Cottonyarn ... .. 5,30,10,749 6,03,06,365 72,95,616 
Cotton piece goods ... ... 89,11,621 | 1,10,77,614 21,65,993 
Other articles... ... ... 9,69,22,735 | 10,39,26,505 70,03,770 
Total of ail Exports ... | 88,73,22,285 | 87,47,88,487 in 1,25,33,798 


i 

| 
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Foreign Trade of Spain. 


Value of Principal Articles Imported into and Exported from Spain 
distinguishing Raw Materials, Manufactured Articles and Articles 


of Food during the 2 months ended February, 1898, 1899 and 1900 


respectively. 


IMPORTS (Principal Articles only). 


Value of A4mporis during tue Z ended 
Feb 


ruary. 
Classification of Articles. 
1898. | 1899. | 1900. 
Pesetas. Pesetas. Pesetas. 

Row materials 58,116,000 69,077,000 | 58,235,000 

Manufactured articles ... 28,568,000 | 84,435,000 | 48,212,000 
Articles of food... 17 000 | 24,296,000 | 23,885,000 

Total (excluding bullion an 104,047,000 | 127,808,600 130,332,000 

Gold bullion and specie ... 1,460,000 | 18,000 30,000 

Silver bullion and specie ... 12,850.000 | 25,621,C00 | 1,722,000 
Total bullion and specie 14,310,000 | 25,639,000 | __1,752,000_ 

Imports (principal articles only) Pesetas) 118,357,000 | 153,447,000 132,084,000 

In & sterling. [Peseta = 9,%,d. or 25 to the £.] 
| & & & 

Raw materials 2,325,000 2,763,000 2,329,000 

Manufactured articles... 1,148,000 | 1,377,000 1,929,000 
Articles of food ... 694,000 972,000 955,000 

Total (excluding bullion ona specie), 4.162,000 _5,112,000 | 5,213,000 

Gold bullion and specie ... et ae 58,000 | 1,000 1,000 

Silver bullion and specie . we 514,000 | 1,025. 000 69,000 

Total bullion specie... 572,000 | 1,026,000 70,000 

Imports (principal articles only)... 4,734,000 | 6,148,000 5,283,000 


EXPORTS (Principal Articles only). 


Value of Exports ae the 2 months ended 


Classification of Articles. 
1898. | 1899. | 1900. 
Pesetas. Pesetas, Pesetas. 
Raw materials wt 43,761,000 | 45,183,000 | 44,921,000 
Manufactured articles... 27,096,000 | 18,764,000 | 20,337,0C0 
Articles of food ... 58,891,000 | 40,271,000 | 49,278,000 
Total (excluding bullion ‘aie pon 129,748,000 | 1€4,218,000 | 114,536,000 
Gold bullion and specie... as ava 185,000 1,667,000 185,000 
Silver bullion and specie ... 1,409,000 | 1,125,000 | 1,859,000 
Total bullion and specie... 1,594,000 | 2,792,000 | 2,044,000 


Exports (principal articles only) Pesetas 


131.342,000 | 107,010,000 | 116,580,000 


In & sterling. 


[ Peseta = 9,5,d. or 25 to the £.] 


& 

Raw materials nine as 1,750,000 1,807,000 1,797,000 
Manufactured articles... 1,084,000 751,000 
Articles of food ee 2,356,000 | 1,611,000 1,971,000 

Total (excluding 5,190,000 | 4,169,000 | 4,581,000 
Gold bullion and specie ° one 8,000 67,000 8,000 
Silver bullion and specie ... eee eee 56, 000 45,000 74,000 

Total bullion and specie... ‘ 64,000 112,000 | 82,000 
Exports (principal articles only)’ 5,254,000 | 4,281,000 | 4,663,000 


NotEe.—The Returns published by the Spanish Government relate to Principal 
Articles only. 
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Foreign Trade of Austria-Hungary. 
Value of Imports and Exports Aemiet Trade) into and from Austria- 


Hungary, distinguishing Raw 
Manufactured 
1898, 1899, and 1900, respectively. 


IMPORTS. (SPECIAL TRADE.)* 


aterials, Partly Manufactured and 
Articles during the Two Months ended February, 


Classification of Articles, 


Value of Imports during the Two 
Months ended February. 


1898, 1899, 1900. 
Kronen. Kronen. Kronen. 
Raw materials ote ...| 158,719,000 | 149,904,000 | 167,951,000 
Articles—Partly manufactured ... «| 32,028,000 | 33,152,000 | 84,392,000 
Wholly manufactured ... ..| 68,151,000 | 72,685,000 | 73,979,000 
Total (excluding bullion and specie) | 258,898,000 | 255,741,000 | 276,322,000 
Bullion and specie... 6,714,000 | 3,820,000 | 7,431,000 
Total imports 265,612,000 | 259,561,000 | 288,753,000 
In & sterling. [Krone = 10d., or 24 to the &.] a 
& & 
Raw materials aso 6,618,000 6,246,000 6,998,000 
Articles—Partly manufactured ... «| 1,334,000 1,381,000 1,433,000 
Wholly manufactured... 2,840,000 3,029,000 3,082,000 
Total (excluding bullion and specie).| 10,787,000 | 10,656,000 | 11,513,000 
Bullion and specie ... te wae 280,000 159,000 310,000 
Total imports 11,067,000 10,815,000 11,823,000 


* Special Imports are Impo: 


s for Home Consumption. 


EXPORTS. (SPECIAL TRADE.)* 


Value of Exports during the Two 
Months ended February. 


Classification of Articles, 
1893. 1899. 1900. 
Kronen. Kronen. Kronen. 
Raw materials... 89,862,000 | 109,507,000 | 110,624,000 
Articles—Partly manufactured ... --.| 34,332,000 | 38,605,000 | 37,572,000 
Wholly manufactured ... «..| 92,539,000 | 113,201,000 | 112,834,000 
Total (excluding bullion and specie).| 216,733,000 261,313,000 | 261,030,000 
Bullion and specie... | 9,551,000 | 5,846,000 
Total exports = «-.| 222,024,000 | 270,864,000 | 266,876,000 
In & sterling. [Krone = 10d., or 24 to the £.] 
£ 
Raw materials 3,744,000 4,563,000 | 4,609,000 
Articles—Partly manufactured ... «| 1,431,000 1,608,000 1,565,000 
Wholly manufactured... «| 3,856,000 4,717,000 4,701,000 
Total (excluding bullion and specie).| 9,031,000 | 10,888,000 | 10,876,000 
Bullion and specie... ove ooo eon 220,000 398,000 243,000 
Total exports 9,251,000 11,286,000 11,119,000 


* Special Exports are Export 


s of Domestic Produce. 
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Foreign Trade of the United States. 


Value of Imports into the United States distinguished according to the 
undermentioned categories during the Eight Months ended February 
1897-8, 1898-9, and 1899-1900, respectively. 


CLASSIFICATION OF ARTICLES, 


Articles of foodandanimals .. 

Articles in a crude condition which enter 
into the various processes of domestic 
industry ... 

Articles wholly or partially manufactured 
for use as materials in the manufactures 
and mechanic arts ie 

Articles manufactured ready for con- 
sumption .. eee 

Articles of voluntary” use, luxuries, 


Total 


Imports, free of duty 
duti 


able ... ove 
Total (excluding bullion and specie) ... 


Bullion and specie ... ooo ooo oo 


Total imports... Dollars 


(Years ended 30th June.) 


Value of imports during the eight months 


ended February, 
1897-8, 1898-9, 1899 1900, 
~pollara. | Dollars. | Dollars. 

107,761,000 | 122,577,000 139,579,000 
133,821,000 | 134,781,000 195,83¢,000 

44,757,000 | 86,178,000 | 57,894,000 

55 298,000 | 72,661,000 | _85,878,000 

52,054,000 | 61,005,000 | 76,881,000 
393,691,000 | 427,202,000 | 55,070,000 
192,664,000 | 178,756,000 | 288,647,000 
201'627,000 | 248,446,000 | 316,423,000 
393,691,000 | 427,202,000 | 555,070,000 

63,107,000 | 97,902,000 | 58,282,000 
456,798,000 | 525,104,000 | 608,852,000 


Articles of food andanimals__... 

Articles in a crude condition which enter 
into the various processes of domestic 
industry ... 

Articles wholly or partially manufactured 
for use as materials in the manufactures 
and mechanic arts 

Articles manufactured ready for con- 
sumption ... 

Articles of voluntary use, luxuries, &e, 


Total wee 


eee 


In Pounds sterling. 
(Dollar = 4s, 


Imports, free of duty 
»  utiable ... ove 


Total (excluding bullion and specie) £ 


Bullion and specie ... 


Total imports ... 


£ 
22,450,000 25,537,000 29,079,000 
27,879,000 28,079,000 40,696,000 

9,324,000 7,587,000 12,061,000 
11,521,000 15,138,000 17,891,000 
10,845,000 12,709,000 15,913,000 
82,019,000 | 89,000, 000 115,640,000 
40,013,000 | 87,241,000 | 49,718,000 
42,006,000 | 51,759,000 65,922,000 
82,019,000 89,000,000 | 115,640,000 
13,147,000 | 20,896,000 11,100,000 
95,106,000 | 109,896,000 | 126,740,000 
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Foreign Trade of the United States—Continued. 


Value of Exports from the United States distinguished according 
to the undermentioned categories during the Eight Months ended 
February 1897-8, 1898-9, and 1899-1900, respectively. (Years ended 


cOth June). 


Value of exports during the eight months 


ended February. 
CLASSIFICATION OF ARTICLES. 
1897-8, 1898-9, 1899-1900, 

Domestic Exporis :— Dollars. Dollars. | Dollars. 
Products of—Agriculture 575,201,000 571,053,000 70,515,000 
Manufactures... oe 180,606,000 206,822,600 268,538,000 
13,091,000 18,451,000 24,971,000 
24,392,000 26,177,000 38,235,000 
Fisheries ... 4,340,000 4,748,000 4,599,000 
Miscellaneous... ae 2,170,000 1,872,000 2,869,000 
Total domestic exports ...| 799,800,000 829,123,000 | 904,728,000 
Foreign produce exported... 13,485,000 14,310,000 14,769,000 
Total (excluding bullion and specie)...; 813,285,000 843,433,000 919,497,000 
Bullion and specie... | 51,488,000 | 51,191,000 | 60,815,000 
Totalexports ... Dollars! 864,723,000 | 894,624,000 | 980,312,000 

In Pounds sterling. 
[Dollar = 4s. 2d.] 
Domestic Exports :— £ £ £ 

Products of—Agriculture ......| 119,834,000 | 118,969,000 118,857,000 
Manufactures ...  ...| 87,626,000 43,088,000 55,946,000 
2,727,000 3,844,000 5,202,000 
5,082,000 5,454,000 6,924,000 
Fisheries ... 904,000 989,000 958,000 
Miscellancous ... 452,000 390,000 598,000 
Total domesticesports ... 166,625,000 | 172,784,000 | 188,485,000 
Foreign produceexported... ... 2,809,000 | 2,981,000 8,077,000 
Total (excluding bullion and specie)./ 169,484,000 | 175,715,000 | 191,562,000 
Bullion and specie ... 10,716,000 | 10,665,000 | 12,670,000 
Totalexports ... ... 180,150,000 | 186,380,000 | 204,232,000 


, 
| 7 
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FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 
Annual Series. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1900, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, 
and may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East 
Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price. 
2371 Denmark (1898, Supplementary) eco ooo owl 
2372 Senegal and Dependencies 
2373 German East Africa (Coast Towns) (1899) ose eee 24d, 
2374 Denmark. (1896-7 to 1900-1) . eee oes ooo 14d. 
2375 Germany, Prussian Finance, 1997-1900 ... ove ooo | Id. 
2376 Naples (1899) sis 
2377 Hangchow (1898) van wee 1d. 
2378 Portugal (1897 and 1898) ove 
2379 Hiogo and Osaka (1898) ove ove | 
2380 Venice (1898-99) ove 
2381 Argentine Republic (Finances, 1898-99) | 
2382 New Orleans and District (1899) 
2383 Servia (1898 and 1899)... ooo ove eee eve 14d. 
2384 Somali Coast . oe ooo 24d. 
2385 Thessaly (1899) 1d. 
2386 Netherlands (1899) 1hd. 
2387 Havre (1899) ese 2d. 
2388 Ciudad Bolivar id. 
2390 Italy (1898 and 1899) .. eee | 
2391 Texas (1899) ... 
2392 Curacoa and Dependencies (1899) 
2393 La Rochelle and District (1899)... 
2394 Charlestown and District 14d. 
2395 | Coquimbo (1898 ) 


Miscellaneous Series. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad 
on subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued 
in 1900, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. _ Price. 
519 Belgium.—F lax Industry of Courtrai_... ove oe 
520 France.—Report on French Colonies __... ooo | 
521 Germany.—New Imperial German Mortgage Bank ‘Law eee 1d. 
522 Russia.—Report on Russian Railways... ove ove 4d. 
523 Russia.—Report on the Russian Coal Crisis 4d. 
524 Germany.—Report'on the German;Colonial Estimates for 1900 1d. 
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Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series have also been issued 
this year, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. 


Price. 


Exchange of Notes between the United Kingdom and France 
respecting the Waiver of Consular Fees on the issue of 
certificates of origin .. 

Agreement between the ‘United Kingdom and France for the 
exchange of Press telegrams by night at reduced rates ... 

Declaration between the United Kingdom and France pro- 
longing for one year the Declaration of 11th December, 
1888, regulating telegraphic communication between the 
two countries .. 

Declaration between the "United “Kingdom and the Grand 
Duchy of Luxemburg remennd the Reciprocal Protection 
of Trade Marks eee 

Procés-Verbal recording the accession of the Russian empire 
to the Cape Spartel International Lighthouse erences 
of 3lst May, 1865 

International Sanitary Convention 

Convention and Declaration between. the United Kingdom 
and Germany for the settlement of the Samoan and other 
questions .. 

Convention between the "United Kingdom, “Germany, and 
the United States of America for the adjustment of ques- 
tions relating to Samoa... 

Treaty between the United Kingdom “and the Republic of 
San Marino for the Mutual Extradition of Fugitive 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued in 1900, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & 
- Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C..:— 


Annual. 


Place. 


Jamaica 


Lagos 

Seychelles... 

Christmas and Gocos-Keeling Islands 
Straits Settlements 
Basutoland ... 
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